[Incidence and mortality of extrauterine pregnancy in Hungary (1931-1995)].
The authors report on the changing incidence of and maternal mortality from ectopic pregnancies in Hungary between 1931 and 1995. Data of reported pregnancies were obtained from the National Institute of Statistics and the Hungarian College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists. Incidence of ectopic pregnancy was calculated as rates per 1000 live births and per 1000 reported pregnancies including live births, legally induced abortions, miscarriages, and ectopic pregnancies. Ectopic pregnancy-associated maternal mortality was examined in terms of case fatality rate and also as a proportion to the total number of pregnancy-associated maternal deaths. From 1931, when national surveillance for pregnancy begun in Hungary, to 1995, the rate per 1000 reported live births tripled from 3.4 to 11.9. Similarly, the rate of ectopic pregnancies per 1000 reported pregnancies increased by 190% from 3.7 to 6.4. In the last decade of the period studied, its proportion in the annual number of fetal deaths increased to 8.0%. Ectopic pregnancy-associated maternal deaths decreased sharply from 1931 through the late 1980's. In the last decade, its average value was 16 per 10.000 reported ectopic pregnancies. However, case fatality rate of ectopic pregnancy is still highest compared to any of the other obstetric events including induced and spontaneous abortions, and deliveries. Over the last decade, maternal deaths resulting from ectopic gestation represented 8.7% of the total maternal mortality rate. Given the increasing incidence of ectopic pregnancy together with a substantial proportion in pregnancy-related maternal mortality, study of etiology, and appropriate preventive measures are urgently needed.